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FOREWORD 


/•ssErj-j* N PLACING this little booklet In the hands of the friends 
fljj • around Blaine and Hunter, at the very beginning the writer 
would like to have it clearly understood that he does not 
wish to pose as nil author, or in any sense to place himself 
in the distinguished position of an historian, and he would 
also like to say that he does not aim to produce anything great, or to 
publish something that might be styled either systematic, prismatic, 
pneumatic, or even dramatic. All this he has decided, and he thinks 
wisely so, to leave in the hands of a more gifted and distinguished 

What he does aim to do, is simply to give a brief outline of the 
lives of the early settlers of Blaine and Hunter; to gather up and if 
possibly frame some of the pioneer life of.the townships of Le Roy and 
Manchester so that in the days to come the men and women who 
have done and dared, cleared the bush, and laid the foundations of 
our present prosperity, may not be forgotten, but that their names 
may be continually kept in the place they deserve and forever be 
enshrined in the hearts of the present and coming generations. It 
might bo well to note that while the writer of this sketch is deeply 
indebted for some of his information to former records, principally 
“Past and Present of Boone County," and to the "History of Metho¬ 
dism,” by Rev. _A 1 D. Field, yet most of the items,"especially those 
"thaFTire local, have Been gleaned from an original source and have 
not heretofore been published. They have come red-hot from the lips 
of those who themselves were pioneer settlers and eye-witnesses of 
what occurcd. 

Tlie townships of Le Roy and Manchester occupy the extreme 
northern part of the slate of Illinois. The name Illinois is derived 
from Illini, a Delaware word which means “superior" man. The term 
was very appropriately applied to the primitive inhabitants. The 
Illinois Indians who occupied one of the most fertile spots of the stale 
—the Valley of the Mississippi—were distinguished for their great val¬ 
or and prowess. H was only after many years of proml resistance, and 
when from the lavages of war their ranks had grown thin, their 
place was taken by their surrounding rivals. "Starved Rock," ou the 
Illinois River, marks (he spot of the last great tragedy of their 
existence. Tradition says tliaL here, after an heroic struggle, the 
entire tribe succumbed to the enemy, death'',',rather than surrender to 
their conquering foes. 
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The first white man to set a foot on Illinois soil was a Frenchman 
name d Nicholas Perrot. Mn the year 1671 Perrot was sent to Chicago 
as an agent of the Canadian government to call a great peace com 
terence of 'Western Indians at Green Bay. Two years later the cele¬ 
brated explorers, Marquette and Joliet, paid a visit to Illinois. Their 
history is too well known to be repeated. It will be remembered that 
they were sent by the French, .government of Canada to discover the 
Mississippi. Marquette was a French Jesuit priest. He was. a man of 
great zeal and devotion in extending the Homan Catholic religion 
among the Indians. On the bank of Superior Lake, in 1673, he was 
joined by Joliet. By the way of Green Bay and the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers they entered the Mississippi which they explored to the mouth 
of the Arkansas and returned by the way of the Illinois and Chicago 
rivers to Lake Michigan, thus opening up the way for succeeding 
footsteps. The first real occupation of territory in Illinois was effected 
by La Salle seven years after the visit of Marquette and Joliet. Above 
the Niagara Falls, La Salle constructed a vessel called “The Griffin,” 
sailed to Green Bay, thence in canoes to the mouth of the Joseph 
river, reached the Illinois in January of 1680, and at the lower end 
of Peoria Lake erected Fort Crevecoeur, the place where the city of 
Peoria now stands. But although the territory embraced in the state 
of Illinois was occupied by the French under La Salle as early as 
1680, it was not until over a century afterwards that any serious 
consideration-was given .to the colonization of the country by the 
white people. About the beginning of the last century the attentions 
otl';he older states began to be attracted to-the rich prairies and fertile 
sp(As of the “Prairie State.” Emigrants from the states of Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina, came this way, and settled- 
down to make, what they were then pleased to call, “a home.’' • As- the 
great fertility and productiveness of the soil became known, it was 
looked upon from one end of the country to the other as a very para¬ 
dise. For many years tlfh settlements in Illinois were confined to the 
lands along the rivers aid the southern part cf the state. But about 
the year 1832-33 the be^fctiful valleys of Fox and Rock Rivers began to ' 
attract attention, and $ tide of immigration set in, bringing with it . 
settlers from many fjfew England and Middle states. These immi- ' 1 
grants brought with taem the thrift, economy.'and enterprise that had !" 
enabled them and thej£ fathers to make a living among the rocks and 
timbers, the hillsides 'and mountain peaks of their native states. It is '/ ' 

in part from men of this type that “Little Boone” and the townships • ' 

under consideration have been made what they are—a land of milk • ‘ 

and honey. About three quarters of a century ago the eight town¬ 
ships covering the. territory now called Boone County, was a wilder-/ 
ness, but soon the rich soil beckoned a friendly Sand td open up her 
resources. In 1835 a few settlers found their way” to "the place now 
called Belvidere. At that time the counties of Joe Davis and Cook 
were outlined. They extended from the lake on the east, to the 
Mississippi on the west. Winnebago County also had its birth in _ 

1835. It was in the following session of legislature in the year 1836-37 t- ' . 
that "wee” Boone presumed to take a place upon the map of the J. 

globe. It was then twenty miles long and eleven miles wide, and in " 

this respect it stands unaltered. But what a number of other changes.. 
have taken place. -Its brawny face, how different— its -appearance." 

Then a skeleton—now a "fully-fledged if not abnormal individuality. 

Then a wilderness, now a garden of beauty. The wild prairies, of the 
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west- have everywhere been transformed into a paradise and made to 
blossom as a rose. ’From north to south, from east to west, prosperity 
abounds. -Almost .every house is a palace and of the whole locality it 
may in truth be said, what was said of old: “This indeed is the land 


5tf promise.” i 


? Under the old-time regulations the three present townships of 
Le Roy, Boone and Caledonia were known as Beaver precinct. At an 
early date Le Roy was designated and known as Lambertstown, proba¬ 
bly called after the Lam bert broth ers, who were among the first to 
make a home in the community! The declining years of the thirties 
were memorable in the making up of what we now call Blaine. It was 
in 1836 that three or four families, having said good-bye to the 
friends and relatives in the east, and in pursuit of a new home, set 
their faces toward the west, making their way as best they could 
by their primitive traveling methods.. Some coming by caravan, often 
content to follow the trail of the Indian—some coming partly by water 
and partly by land—at last found a place,to rest on what they then 
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christened “Round Prairie,” and here amid the haunts of Indians, they 
’ dug out and built for themselves what they.were pleased to 'designate 
“a home,” Of these families, my information is that the first settlers 
on the prairie were John and Gibson Wright. It is said that in the 
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ail .of 1835 a man named John La ngdon, with his.wife and family, 
settled on the. southeast comer of Long Prairie, and here thev built 
,the first, cabin In the township. In the fall of 1837 Mrs. Langdon died 
£nd . was buried in the .comer of the grove. This wasTEe firef ileath 
that occured amongst the new settlers. Mr. Langdon had a brother 
Martin ,, who came, about the same tlme.'and this Mr. Langdon was 
grandfather, to Mrs, E. McCollum . But the first actual settlers on 
Round. Prairie., were yffie Wright_broihers, John_and_ Gibson. John 
made a claim where the Hammon home is now situated, and“here he 
built the first house ln~*the" community. Mis3 Sarah Wright, the 
daughter of-John Wright, was the first white woman to cook a meal on 
Round Prairie. It might be of interest, especially to the politicians 
of this town, to state that the first election carried out in the precinct 
was held In this home in August, 1837. John Wr ight, James B. Lam- 
Carpenter, were judges of the election. Only’twelve 
votes were polled, but the'polls were not closed until late in the even¬ 
ing and it was-well on towards morning of the next day before the 
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votes were counted and the tally sheets made out. John W right and 
flames B. Lambert were elected Justices of the ■ PeTciTand Gibson 
Wright and Alfred Chamberlain were chosen constables. Gibson 
Wright lived for a while on part of the farm now owned by Mr. Beck, 
and after some time settled down on the place where Mrs. WrigEFnow. 
lives. Mr. Wright was one of those who went to the - fro'nTiiT defense 
of the union in the war of ’61-'65. He joined the Ninety-fifth Illinois 
and passed through the battle of Nashville. Mr. Wright was married 
to Miss C. M. Hayden, our. Mrs. Wright of today, and'we think that 
hereis about the most appripriate place to say a word or two about 
this mother in Israel. Everyone who knows anything about Mrs. 
.Wright knows there is nothing she abhors more than praise' 6F 
notoriety, but we think it is not befitting that such a life of usefulness 
should be allowed to pass unnoticed. It would be Impossible to tabu¬ 
late all the good things_Mrs_^ Wright has done in the community. It is 
not exaggeration to say that there is scarcely a home for miles around 
that has not, in some way or other, been helped by this benefleient 
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.■ hand - She ^ the friend of the needy—a friend to the pastor and the 
'church—a friend to everybody. With “Uncle John,” who is eauaily 
-unselfish, and of wnom we have aTItfleTcTsay later'on, she has gone 
l from home to home as our doctor, carrying to the sick not only healing 
/draughts for the body, but has taken a deep interest in everything 
/. that goes to build up a community, filling the place of school director 


^Sunday school superintendent, president of the Woman's Foreign 
/ Missionary Society, Steward of the church, collector for the pastor’s 
salary and many other offices, all of which have been carried out in a 
. way that could scarcely be equalled by anyone else, and what has 
graced all her efforts; she does her work in that spirit of meekness 
and humility, that has always characterized and crowned the noble 
life. Mrs. Wri ght has given to this community two sons, Mr. Clayton 
‘ Wright ‘of Blaine, and Mr. Frank_ Wright_of Cllntonr"ir'weii~as 
children living elsewhere^ loth are weil known as men of breadth 
and height of intellect and physique, as well as citizens of the 


highest type. 


HAMMON. 

Next in order we meet with the name.of Hammon, a family of long 
and noted standing and one of the early few to make a home in the 
vicinity. In 1836 Levi Hammon. grandfather to the present Mr. L W 
JSHSS9S;' came f r°m the east and settled in the northwest side o? tSi 
_Beck Comers, and here in April, 1838, the first sermon preached in 
the township was delivered by the Rev. L. S. Walker of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. The Mr . Hammon of todavT who lives a little east 
of Blaine Comers, owns one of the' best farms and most commodious 
homes in the county. He is a prominent citizen and for a number of 
years has taken an active part in the political world, (needless to say 
pulling on the republican side), as well as in the- general welfare of 
the township. At present he holds the offices of supervisor, school 
director, and other places of importance. Mr.-Hamm on was married 
to Miss H at tie Schellenger, daughter of Captain Schellenger, a volun¬ 
teer in the Ninety-Fifth Illinois Infantry7 who served thruugE the war. 
He left home with the commission of lieutenant, and when Captain 
. Cornwe ll was killed, Captain Schel lenger assumed command and sue” 
cessfully led his men from the field. Previous to being discharged he 
was commended for bravery and efficiency. : Mrs. Hammon stands 
second to none as the maker of a home. If yoijJ&qubt it all you have 
got to do is to step in some time and see for ydorself, and all the 
better if you go at meal time. But it is not only TB the home that 
Mrs. Hammon excels. She is one of the most untirlna^nd infatigable 
workers in connection with the church. There have b«jen born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ha mmon two children, Mabel, who for the ’past six yiSZs 
has given unstinted and gratuitous-service to the church In the capacify 
of organist, a place she.has filled with marked ability,;and Ray, who 
gives exceptional promise of being a violinist of no mean ord’erT' 


CHAMB ERLAIN. - / '}' ■ - 

Contemporary with the coming of the two families mentioned, we 
are privileged to greet the family name of Chamberlain, one of the 
oldest and best known in the community and one, like the other two, 
that still survives. Joseph Chamberlain, father to Mr. Le- Roy e! 
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■ Chamberlain , was a native of Delaware county, New York. In 1813 
■he was born of wealthy parents who formerly lived in Battleboro, Vt 
-Hi s father died in early life and in the fall of 1836 the widow and four 
;sons, Carman, Alfred, Lewis and Joseph moved west and located in 
•the vicinity of Round Prairie. In 1839, Jose ph was married to Miss 
•feallie P. Hovey, ' Mrs. Chamberlain was a member of the first class 
^meeting ever organized, around Blaine and was a lady much respected. 
fShe still lives in Capron at the ripe old age of eighty-four. After his 
'marriage , Mr. Chamberlain settled down on a claim of one-half section 
;.of government land, and to him longs the honor of being the first 
man to build a frame house in the city of Rockford. He was a hard 
working, industrious man and by prudent management accumulated a 
handsome property. On the 4th of November, 1891, when seventy-eight 
years of age, he said good-bye to this world, leaving a family of four 
sons and six daughters, two of whom died in infancy. The only one 
living in this immediate locality is our noted Justice of the Peace, Mr. 
L. E. Ch amberlain, who lives on the comers at Blaine. In addition 
to filling the offlce'of magistrate he takes a great part in politics, being 
a strong prop to the republican party, a member of the Odd Fellows, 
a prodigious reader, a man of more than ordinary knowledge and 
ability. Mrs. Chamberlain. ’ who comes of high parentage, was for¬ 
merly Miss_Kittle.Brett of Whitewater, Wis., sister to JMr . Ch arles 
Bret t, USpron. She was" married to Mr. Chamberlain in 1881 and to 
'them have been born five children, Maude E., Harry, Selah, Le Roy 
and Floyd. _ ~ 


. LAMBERT. 

One authority says that the first claims made in or around Round 
Prairie were made by Jeremiah A. and James B. Lambert, two 
brothers who made th'eir way here lh“the fall of 1836. WhetherThis is 
true or not we cannot say, but one thing we do know, that they were 
among the very first to visit the home of the Indians in this locality. 
Jeremiah A. lived on the farm now owned by Mr. Hyndman. and James 
B. took up his abode where Mr. Robert Smith now lives, -and after- 



JAMES B. LAMBERT 


wards on the place now worked by Mr. A. Ludeman, a man who 
makes the most out of every minute and every article to "the advantage 
of the owner, Mrs, Ida Lambert. Walley Lambert,, our esteemed 
mail carrier on"fou£i“tEfeeTrom^aproh,"TF^sonTolTJames B. Lambert 
and it may be said there could be no better man’oiT’the walk. Sir? 
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.Lambert Is painstaking, ’punctual and obliging, and while loyal In 
every way to' Uncle Sam, he does everything in his power to meet the 
wishes of those on his rounds, and discharges his duty to the satis¬ 
faction of all. In Mr. Lambert combine all the qualities that go to 
make up an ideal mail carrier" . 

"%r " ' ' VV* $VAN NESS. . . /. 

Rev. James Van Ness, a devoted Baptist preacher, was also a 
comer oTThe thirties. As well as being an expositor of the word, he 
was a tiller of the soil, perhaps principally because it was necessary 
to be such, as the population then was very sparse. He lived on a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres which is now a portion of the 
holding owned by Mr. John McClure, a son of the Emerald Isle, a 
hard working and industrious farmer. The devoted labor of Mr. 
Van Ness in the Master’s Kingdom was very much appreciated. While 
men sought a home on earth he continually and faithfully pointed 
them to the home above. His parish was a wide one, and after a life 
of usefulness this man of God passed to his final reward at Rockton, 
Illinois. ... 


HAYDEN. • 

At a very early date, perhaps as early as 1835, a visit was paid to 
this part of the new country by one whose name has ever since been 
preserved, and one that is held in high esteem in the community— 
the name Hayden. The first of the family to come was Mr. Ormond 
Hayden, who left Ohio and landed here about 1835. This Mr. Hayden ^ 
was chosen as one of the constables at the second election ever hekT 
in the precinct. It is said, one reason why he was chosen was 
because he was owner of the only horse in the township, and that 
was a brindled ox. The ox had been broken to the saddle and was a 
fast trotter, making 3:20 in the slough. A little after the coming 
of Ormond Hayden came his brother, A. 3. Hayden , and in 1842 settled 
down at the~piace” we now call the “Blirr" Oaks; ,r _ As immediate de¬ 
scendants of Mr. A. 3. Hayden we have with us, in addition to Mrs. 
C. M. H. Wrightr’already “referred to, Mr. Ormond Hayden and/ “Uncle 
"J ohn” Hayden. ' The former is possessor of’a’nlceTio'me and farm of 
Tand about a mile east of the Beck Comers , and to him we are indebted 
for a good deal of the information contained in this publication, and 
here publicly the writer was to offer a word or two of thanks to Mr. 
Hayden. Again and again he has be'en questioned and cross ques-- 
tioned"about this and that home, who lives in it now, etc.? Yet— 
unreluctantly and with the best grace he has turned over'the pages 
of his mental note-book and given freely of his unpublished but valu¬ 
able records. Already we have mentioned the name of “Uncle John” 
Hayden, but to mention all the good things that could be said of him 
would take some time and space. Perhaps one of the best things we 
could say is: “He is the friend of the children.” There is not a 
girl or boy for miles around that doe3 not know, in a practical way, 
that “Uncle John” is alive. He is thoroughly acquainted with Santa 
Claus~'and" every-~year, no matter how far he has to go, makes it his 
business to be sure and meet this gentleman. Sometimes it involves 
going to either Beloit, Sharon, Capron or Belvidere, very often to all 
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n ° matt ® r how ‘ TSple John- ' has to travel he is sure 
has not it 111 m and needl6SS t0 does meet him, "Santy” 

thinW. J -M h M° Wn . 1 Way - The first order is “hands up,” and “Santy” 
thinking ‘discretion the better part of valor,' 1 quickly obeys and as a 

filled 4 t^TfTTr 2 ^" C ° meS h ° me Wlth a broad BmUe and*the buggj 
filled to its utSos't capacity, “Uncle J ohn” not only serves the 
children, but he has served his country “"iluring the struggle of the 
h!fwas nne Q oJ h t e h Cal1 Came for men to shake o£f yoke of slavery 
steimprt n th ^ “7 ar ° Und Blaine who - leaving the home tiw 
stepped to the line and went forward to wipe off the great blot that 
, nat . ion , aI l 1 * 8 ' He J oin ed the Tenth Wisconsin Infantry 
daw a good deal of active military life and in the battle of Perryvllle’ 
^nfnorh’ SOt wo “ nded - and as a result he carries with him tod^and 
will perhaps as long as he lives, the honorable scars of heroic 
service. Long live "Uncle John" is the cry of many an indebted heart 


. r _ Tbe ^ If no monument that wears so long or bids defiance to the 
*“ r ° ads ° f ( ‘ime than the one set up in the hearts of men, and no better 
way to bring this about than to do something worth doing. Perhaps 
no name comes nearer to the hearts of some, or will be longer remem! 
bered than that of Streeter, and the reason is, they helped to brighten 
Tdpnh <5* around ' them - About the year 1838, William and 

Steeeter, pothers, made their way to Round PrairiFSSdlettled 
Tm'IL ^ northwest of Blaine Comers, near to Mr. Chamberlain’s 
dLvs mo!; J ^ f °T 6r Was gi “ ed *»th a splendid voice. In those 
days most Methodist people passed through the struggle that some 
churches are going through now, the question of admitting instru 
mental music into the service. Round Prairie was not exempt from 
deciding the question, but meanwhile William Streeter took the place 
of organ, organist and choir. He ^STa £iftSd~STnger and for a 
number of years took the lead In this very important part of God’s 
' * ork aDd ^ woa a Permanent place in the hearts of many. In 
those days, when there was no parsonage, the Streeter home was the 
home of the preacher. —- - — 


H.a 1iSSL oC 1110 Methodist Episcopal church, as we have 
already seen, preached the first sermon ever delivered in the com¬ 
munity. He was born in Claremont, N. H., April 21, 1800. At the age 
of nineteen he joined the Methodist church and in 1833, in Indiana, he 1 * 
received license to preach. His first appointment was in Jonesboro f 
his second, in 1834, was Peoria, in 1837, Sycamore, and from that time 
every charge he filled was within the bounds of the Rock River con¬ 
ference. It was doubtless that when stationed at Rockford or Crystal 
Lake that he covered the ground around Blaine. Brother Walker was 
a man greatly owned of God and one much beloved by alTwEo knew 
him. Quoting from “Worthies and Workers,” Rev. Field says- “It 
was thirty-eight years from his first labors 'till his last, and from his 
first appointment until his death—fifty-one years—fifty-six years a 
Christian, fifty-one a minister. In the pastorate he was much beloved 
and uniformly successful. No sacrifice the church demanded was too 
great. He cheerfully endured the privations in the days when the 



HISTORY. 


heroic band who constituted the R. R. conference at its beginning 
planned so wisely and so well and planted deeply and broadly the 
foundations of religious and civil liberty. He was, as well as an ardent 
Christian, a dignified gentleman of spotless character. His last years 
were spent in feebleness, but all the time he never doubted, never 
murmured. When he could no longer speak he wrote in his diary 
the following lines: "The sacred leaves of autumn are failing siowly, 
but each leaf is gilded with hope of glory." He passed to his final 
reward at the home of his daughter, Melsena, December 13th, 1SS4 
Brother Walker was uncle to the late STlTHcCollum. and for some 
time lived on the farm now owned by Mr. Jesse Conyes. 

HUJRD ; 

P 0 ^ 0 ® 06 in the township was established in 1833, and 
was called Amazon.” It was located in a log house on the southwest 
corner of section twenty-seven, near to Mr. Eu gene Hovey's. Robert 
“m§ U ^7n aS the first P° stma ster and he held thr5ffib?HStrEis“dlatB: 
about 1349. At that time it cost twenty-five cents to get a letter 
There were no stamps and the money was collected from the 
addressee. In January, 1845, another postoffice was established in the 
northwest part of the township and called Burtons' Corners. Benjamin 
P. Patton was appointed postmaster and held the office until the 
completion of the Chicago & North-Western Railway through Sharon 
Wis., w hen the office was removed to Sharon. In later years an office 
was established at Union Corners, (Blaine), and for the last few 
years was in charge of Mr. Lancaster, but owing to rural free delivery 
the office was abolished and Mr . Lancaster resigned. 

HOVEY. 

.G,H. Hovey, grandfather to Mr. E ugene Hovey, was born in New 
England in 1S17. In 1S33 he moved west to Ohio, where he made his 
home for a few years, and about 1S3G-37 came to Ill'nois and settled 
on a quarter section near where Mr. Andrew Suttie now resides. He 
was a self-made man and well laFormecf on" topics which interested 
the community. After emigrating to Illinois he was for many years 
justice of the peace. R. R. Hove y, his son, was married to Miss Sarah 
Norris, who lived only a year after her marriage. His secona~wi?e 
was - Miss Fann ie, daughter of Mr. Daniel Webster, New York Mr 
Eugene Hovey , our esteemed neighbor, livesonthe place where he 
wasTomTT'he home is one of the nicest in the vicinity. Mr. Hovey 
has proved himself efficient and painstaking in promoting the growth 
and developing the resources of the old homestead. ^ 


J3AKER. 

About 1840, two brothers named .Baker, Elias and J. S made 
their home near to the place chosen by MrHlovey. The former, who 
was father to Mr. Guard Baker, lived near to where Mr. Elwanger 
now lives, andThe latter.'wbolvas brother-in-law to MrsTjTc. Hovey 
lived where .Mr. Andrew Suttie now resides. Both” were men"of 
influence and uprightness of character. 

MUNGER. 

r H. Munger, a settler oflheTater*thirties or early forties, kept a 
store on the Hlaine Corners. At first he lived where Mr. Ed. Parmer 
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now lives but after a time moved to the Corners. One of his 

straps™' - - 


^ 13 ° ne ° f those that have been Perpetuated and 

*“ ° U T r ° omm ^ity. About 1839 or ’40, Cornelius Van Dyke, 

settled 011 the”BrIslErhoS:iiteaa-. 
fiL-lSLi’SEf was a straightforward, upright citizen and succeeded 
m maRmg a comrortable home in the wilderness. The present Mr 
faml y mamtam tbe reputation of their predecessors" 
township lmportant part m the social and other affairs of the 


„ a “°, tber name must be brought into light before we finish 
the roll of the thirties. The name of Charles Stocking who came 

M e rBe b ck Ut KaT ?*“ T 

-i- ■=*’ a man sood qualities and much respected. 


:* srs^srra." ss sr r 

Basiss. >nd TO.h’ “h“ .1 
Prairie a nit wber P m t h 6 eaS f’ SeleCted ' JETBSrfera of Hound 

y’n fh P C ^ h y COuid rest and wber e. soon afterwards, they 
made for themselves a home. .Benjamin was born in Lazerne countv 

ssrs? jy? ,***-%-*» - -»5-55 , aSS 

-fr -$?-? a ? ks ’ and £or a number of yeaTs'lIved' 

no“ot£wTT^~ lives * and afterwards on the farm 
dpvnr h ^ JS'rSreijIyers. In early life Mr. Bowman became a 
devoted member of the Methodist society and^rinTthelrection of 
the present church his brother_Elijah and he were among the fore- 
15 flnanclaI and otber aid. Rev. A. D. Field says about them: 
We shall never forget their laborlTSf love in“those days.” He was 
° £ st rong character and strong convictions and was unusually 
Bishon e pnw^ e to a large fa mily of staunch Methodists „ 

-5^ b .°EjL° w “ a a was his cousin and schoolmate. His brother Samuer 
was a member of the first class meeting at Dixon and was ‘SSpeHn--" 
tendent of the first school there. It was not only in the church Mr 
Bowman s influence was felt, but his energies were spent in many 
strni 6 ,. g °°H d CaUS * He t0 ° k aU aCtiV6 part la tbe a nti-slavery 
thP wn a p n l Sa '? t fiVe s ° as and one son-in-law to the Union side in 
the war of the sixties. Three of these soldier boys lie in the Blaine 
on!?® 1 !! 1 ’!' Wbea fbe war commenced there were but three sons old 
enough to go. These went and as soon as the other two were old 
enough they went also. When Elijah, a bright, Christian boy, the first 
to die at the front, lay breathing his last, the father flew to his side 
but arrived only m time to bear the body back to a Round Prairie 
grave. Mrjowman passed away at Blaine on November IS 1884 
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He is gone but bis influence lingers. He is lost to sight, but bye and 
bye we shall meet him again. 

Elijhh Bowman , brother to .Benjamin , was also a man of means 
and integrity. “He lived on the ^EUis farm where Mr. Wincapaw now 
lives. Elijah was all that we have said about his brother SSnjamin. 
He was father to Ada, who became the wife of Rev. G. L. S. Stuff, 
presiding elder in the M. E. church and fatherTo'The" wife” of" our 
much respected citizen, Mr. Joseph Lilley; and also of Benjamin, who 
married Miss Katie Emery , a member "o? one of the well Sown and 
highly esteemed families of the township. 


NOBLE. 

There is no family name in the township that has done more 
for the uplifting of the community or one more honored than that of 
Noble. In 1819, Samuel Noble , father of . Mr. John Noble , was bom 
in England. In 1842 he, in company with' others7"emigrated to 
America. A short time before leaving Yorkshire, Mr. Noble was mar¬ 
ried to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Win. Goodall, but~the~union was 
brief. On their way- to the new country Mrs. Noble died and was 
buried at sea. Afterward Mr._Noble married Miss’ Diana Goodall. 
a sister to his former wife. In theTall of 1842, Mr. Noble cameTfroni 
Oneida county, New York, making the trip by way of canal and lake 
to Chicago where, in company with his father-in -law’s family, they 
hired three teams to bring their household goodF to the "country, 
being one week on the way. He made a claim to one hundred and 
twenty acres of land which is still in possession of the family. Since 
that time an adjoining farm has been added and the two farms make 
one of the most desirable places in the country. Mr. Noble was a 
great lover of music and in his younger days was’Tin~TIccomplished 
player on the clarionet. He was extremely conscientious and of a 
retiring disposition. Mr. John Noble, eldest son of Samuel Noble, 
lives on the farm west ofTEe oTd~homesiead. He was first married 
to Mtes S. J., daughter ofjfc HenryJBird, and after her death, to Miss 
M. Williams "wEo~has also passeS' awayT Both were ladies of culture 
and refinement. Mr. Noble, who is now fifty-eight years old, has 
lived all his days in the locality and needless to say, possessing as he 
does an affable and genial spirit, has won for himself a small army 
of friends. For fourteen years he has occupied the office of school 
director and, having won his way into the confidence of the people, 
he has filled many places of trust to the satisfaction of all. Wesley, 
h’s son, and Mrs. Noble , who is the daughter of Mr. Stephen WarrenT 
occupy the same home. They keep a beautiful home, are earnesV 
workers in the cause of righteousness and truth. They are always 
anxious and ready to throw in their lot with everything that is good 
and goes to build up the community. 

GOODAL L. 

Largely connected with the former English family we have 
another of equal worth and standing. In the year 1842, in company 
with Mr. Samuel Noble, there came to this country Mr. William 
Gop flaH. ana"' _ settre3'™down where Mr. Robert Goodall "now ' lTTesT 
Since that time the name has taken diep root and spread until it 
now covers a large place in the community. Born to Mr. Goodall 
were three sons, Thorn’s, Robert and William, all of whom'^wneH 
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farms around the old homestead. The two former are still living, 
own their farms, and are industrious and successful agriculturalists. 
William , who' was married to Miss Saluda, sister to Mr. Thomas 
Robbins, one of our former and much respected citizens, died some 
years”ago, leaving Mrs. Goodall to mourn his loss. There are now 
five different homes of the name all adjoining each other. Robert and 
Thomas already referred to. Joseph , a prominent man in the”town 
and son to Robert , is the owner of a neat and well kept place next 
door to his' father. William , who is son to the late William Gooda ll, 
has one of the most modem houses in the county, "a~photograpETof 
which is given elsewhere, and Charles , also a son to William, whose 
place is a little northwest of the former. ^ 

MILLA RD. 

William R. Millard was born in Columbia county, Pennsylvania, 
July T, 1S13, and is a "son of Reese Millard, a native of -Berkshire Co., 
Pennsylvania. In 1832, William Millard came overland to Michigan, 
but on the death of his father he returned home and remained until 
1838. In the meantime he married Miss M. Moore , and in the fall of 
1838 the young couple came to Illinois,' 'slopping'at Dixon until the 
spring of 1841, when he came to this county and purchased eighty 
acres of government land. Within a few years he was able to add to 
his estate until he had two hundred and forty acres. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Millard were bom six children, Frances , Catherin e, now Mrs. Philip 
, ^taIi'f"' Dorcas, Elizabeth , who married Mr. D. H. Jone s; Susan, the 
"wife of Mr' Thomas~Robbins; and Clarfn'da R7now ~~Mrs. Hiram D ay 
of CaledonIaT ~Em mor~ICi~who married Miss Hattie LiveTmore of New 
York, and Mary 3ir‘married to M r. C.~~Br'wincapaw, an industrious 
and well to do farmer in the town of Le’ Roy. Mr. Millard was a 
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church to which his 
wife also belonged and of which body both were active workers. 

PARKS. 

One of the best known names in the whole district and one that 
is most associated with uprightness and sincerity, is the name of 
Parks . Samue l, a man widely known and highly respected, settled at 
"the~"eorners east of Blaine about the year 1842. For years, and in 
fact up to the present time, the place is known as Park's Corners . 
Mr. Parks was a faithful and consistent church member, a local 
preacher,’"'and in the days when leaders were few he stood loyally 
for the cause of Methodism. And not only in this did he take a 
stand, but in all the affairs of the township that had as their object 
the establishment of good. Mr. Parks was brother-in-law to Mr. 
Benjamin Bowman. ~ " "* 

CULVER. 

In 1841-42, three brothers named Culver made their way to this 
township and settled quite close to where Mr, M. Culver now lives. 
Their names were Homer , Clarke and Henry. The present M. Culver, 
who is grandson to Henry', is a 'hard-’worKTng and industrious”7armer. 
He is well supported by Mrs. Culver and two or three sons who are 
ready to do the work of” manfancf help their father in every way 
they can. 





Another settler of ’42 was Jonathan Webste r, who came to this 
county and settled on a home opposite the James Ardery farm, where 
fc^orgeBoothby now lives. Mn^VebsteTwaTHtEeF to Mr. David 
WiSS'wTidmill Wldely kn ° Wn 35 the iaveator and patentee~of~the 

DANIEL. 

i£i2_2Hiel was bom in Pennsyb^Tnia and removed to Ohio when 
a young man, and after residing many years in the “Buckeve” state in 
1841 moved west to Illinois, accompanied by his wife and eight sons 
and settled where Mr_T^_Welch now resides. Mr. Daniel was idenN 
m > T h t earl yT^°?F°FThS country. He 'waFTn''earnest Metho- 
dist and his voice possessed such remarkable sweetness and power 
that he was called one or the sweet singers of Israel.” He had a 
w *° was a minister in the Methodist church, and another, 
Wesley,^wno has been for over thirty years a practicing physician 
°th l0Wa ' The memb e r of the family we know most about was 
David the pioneer shoemaker of Blaine. He came here in 1842 and 
cared for the feet of those who plowed the wilderness and looked for 
bread m the mother earth. He was a skilled workman and for fifty 
years followed his trade at Blame. Mr. and Mrs. Daniel were the 
parents or five children. Martha , who^rSTthrSirSTtwo; Lucy, 
wufe L eech, Denver; Mary , wife of M. F. Duyrea, Iowa? 

MorniJH. and ^Parmelia, -who became the -wife of the late D. G. Web- 
f ° r “ erly o£ Blaine. Mr. Daniel took a deep interestin 'the web 
fare of Blame, for twenty years serving as justice of the peace, and 
during all this time never had a decision reversed. 


Three brothers, Joseph, Augustus and Alfred Klumph, made their 
7 a 7h°Ki Le R ° y ? eafiy as_ffiry ea r 1S41. They were sons of Mr 
JacobKlumph, a farmer living in Chautauqua county, New York -^hT 
traceThTs ancestry to Germany. A few years later another brother, 
Benson, came this way and established for himself a home in the 
f™® ° callty ;. To this JM^JClumph, who has done excellent service 

we are l eraeSS and brinSing U t0 its present condition, 

we are indebted for the present generation. In direct descent we have 
^. • .- ^■P ^ J Cl umph , one of the valiant sons of blue, who at the call of 
his country joined the Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry and spent at the 
front two winters and one summer in the defense of liberty. Mr” 
.Klumph, with his partner, who wasJVIiss Elizabeth Cramer, a naTSe 
of Ohio, although advanced in years, are*mhltnTf?iihTnd hearty 
To them were born Joseph , an upright citizen, a lover of song, and 
chorister of the churcFmusic, who lives on the old homestead A. B. 
who is the owner of a good and up-to-date farm, formerly belonging 
t0 -%.! •. Mm-rle t; also Mrs^Warren Woods . Mrs . Charles Yeoman 
and MiFS r-TgomS Cockerill, all of w^^ith^IThi^Sdr^e 
devoted and active members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

McCOLLUM. 

James A;_McCollum was born in New Hampshire in the year 1803 
and in his early manhood came to Michigan where in 1S32 he was 
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married to Miss Lucretia Walker who, like, himself, was a native of 
the "Granite” state. After their marriage they resided in Indiana 
until the spring of 1836 when they removed to Illinois and settled on 
a farm near Sycamore, DeKalb county. About 1846, Mr , and Mr s. 
McCollum came to Boone county and bought a farm”near Capron, 
"where Mr. A. Elwanger now lives. There were eight children, five 
girls and three boys. Two of the boys served in the union war. 
James A. enlisted in 1861 at Dixon as a memoer of the thirteenth 
ITlInoIirTnfantry and was mortally wounded at L, Gap, Ga., in 1S63; 
adn was buried in the National cemetery at that place. Edwin E., 
who died only a couple of years ago,' was a true type ofa""woHEy 
citizen. Straight, conscientious and upright, he was a man much 



respected, and like his father, was a faithful member of the M. E. 
church. He was not only regular in attendance, but ably supported 
financially and otherwise, Mr. McCol lum was one of the boys in blue. 
In 1S61 he enlisted as a member ”of Company F., Forty-fifth Illinois 
Infantry. He served eighteen months, with valor, and at the expira¬ 
tion of his term of enlistment was honorably discharged. In 1873, 
Mr. Mc Collum was married to Miss Clarissa Langdon , a family 
"aiready”reierred to and one of the first, Tf”nbfTthe first settlers in the 
township. Mrs. McCollum with her family, still lives in the locality. 
Della, the eldest daughter was married to Mr. A. Hood, a man of 
more than ordinary intelligence and who takes an active part in the 
business of the town. Edna now Mrs. Taylor of Belvidere; Lillian, 
Ruby E„ and Ray F„ all industrious and intelligent members of 
societyTand who follow closely in the footsteps of their honored pre¬ 
decessors. ’ ~ 

VVOLLEY. 

Perhaps the first physician to practice about Round Prairie was 
Dr. E. M. Wolley, uncle to Mr. ,L . g 1 _Hammon. In early days he was 
owner olToneTTundred and twenty acres of land a little east of .Mr. 
Becl^s corners. He was an excellent doctor and much in demand by 
*alT"around. Some years ago he passed away at Tama county, Iowa. 

PRINDLE. 

Another of those names that still live and are cherished in the 
hearts of many, is that of Prin dle. Mr. John Prindle was a native of 




HISTORY. 


31 


Massachusetts and New York, respectively. He came west in 1S42. 
The first stop was at Kenosha, and from there he came to Boone 
county and settled on a tract of land taken from the government. 
The place is now in the hands of Mr. Stevens. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Prindle were bom two sons and three™daughters. PranHTrTenllstld 
in the Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry at the age of nineteen years, 
and had served but three months when he died of pneumonia; S. W. 
living now in Belvidere, who is owner of the farm worked by Mr. M. 
M. Oppedahl, a man who, in addition to being a farmer of the hiihesi 
type, is a citizen of sterling qualities, upright character, and a con¬ 
sistent member and trustee of the Methodist church. Mr. Prindle is 
to be congratulated in having a man to look after his place who 
possesses so many admirable qualities. 


DULLAM. 


The name Dullam is too widely known to require a formal intro¬ 
duction. It is aTamlly of old and fond memories. Thos. Dullam came 
to Le Roy township in the year 1844, where in a shortTtime he 
succeeded in making a comfortable home, and since that time the 
name has spread and prosperity increased. Mr. Dullam was married 
to - vIiss Downing and to the union were born six children. John, for 
a time lived on Long Prairie and then moved to BeloitT~where 
he died some years ago. William built a comfortable home a little 
south of Blaine Corners on the Downing farm, then went to Rockford, 
and a few months ago, when preparing for a new home in California,' 
took suddenly ill and died. Lucy was the wife of Mr. John Bird, who 
at one time was one of the mucSTrespected Blainites arid novTHves in 
Sharon, but Mrs. Bird has gone to her last resting place. Mary is 
wife to M r. Jac ob Shager of Sharon, Wis., and Bessie is Mrs. Kenyon, 
who with her husband lives in Wisconsin. There~we?e also two other 
sons, Robert and George . The latter, who lived on the old homestead, 
is now a retired farmer living in Sharon, W'is. He is the owner of not 
only one, but several farms around Blaine. He is a man of thrifty 
and industrious habits and an upright, straightforward citizen. 


LAWSHE. 


Abram Lawshe was born in Pennsylvania in 1S06. In 1837 he 
moved with a horse team to Ohio, where he was ranked among the 
well to do citizens. Mr. Lawshe was married to Miss Hannah , 
daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Pa rks, both of whom~Uved' in’ the 
Buckeye state! Late in the forties they sold out and came west and 
after a journey of twenty-one days, settled in the town of Le Roy, 
and here followed the blacksmith trade. Mr. Lawshe was a man of 
upright character and one whose name is surrounHed with happy 
memories. He was a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Blaine, and for a time was secretary of the quarterly con¬ 
ference. M r. W. C. Lawshe followed his father’s business on the old 
place where Mr. Jesse Warfen now lives; after a time he sold the- 
farm and retired'~to"”Sharori. On one occasion he ran as prohibition 
candidate for the legislature and was only defeated by a small major¬ 
ity. Mr. Fu ller Lawshe is a grandson to Mr. A. Lawshe^ 
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ROBBINS. 

j^4fi,. R £ bMSs was born in Columbus county, Pennsylvania, 
married Missjia rah Conder , and in 1820 moved to Ohio. In the fall 
of 1848 he came to Illinois, accompanied by seven of his children. 
The eldest daughter followed in the year 1854. Mr. Robbins purchased 
forty acres of land in the town of Le Roy to1?Effih~hS'added more 
and was soon possessor of one hundred and sixty acres His son 
Thomas was married to Miss Amand a Creveling, and to them were 
born two children; William_Russgjr~T‘'^ : ight, intelligent and 
Christian young man, who has gone home to his final reward, and 
-Bertha_May, a talented and Christian young lady, living with her 
father in Sharon, Wis. Mrs. Robbins died November 5, 1873 and Mr 
Rob bins chose mr his second wife Miss Susan, daughter of William 
Miyard^ already referred to. Mr. •jtobBTSi ll^d on the oldlSS 
until quite recently when he rented 'and moved to Sharon. When on 
the farm and even yet, he and his family take an active interest in 
the work of the M. E. churcn of which they are members. They were 
a people greatly respected and beloved, and when they left the com¬ 
munity, Blaine lost one of its best families. 


i£iold_Dodge lived on Long Prairie. He came here in 1845-46 
was owner of fifteen hundred acres of land, and a man of means. His 
daughter was.married to irrJ^erVanA^erp, a man of industrious 
and diligent habits and one of the largest farmers in our community 
-Mis-JL Marsh ail i s another daughter to Mr. Dodge . In 1846-47 three 
brothers named Kirk, George and Joseph landed in Le Roy and took 
up their abode at the place now owned by Mr. N oble. They were 
men of worth and highly respected. For a number oTyears the former 
was an exhorter and consistent member of the M. E. church. 


MARKLE. 

Grandpallarkle, as he was called, came to Le Roy township about 
the year lSTfT ancTsettled down on what is now the Arderv farm a 
^Corn^ Mr, darkle was a veteTS^ftbe war 
riLnf U He r s f°l 0nIir a u S00d soldier - but an upright citizen and 
devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church. His son Jesse 
was a volunteer in the civil war and is now engaged in his business 
profession in Clinton, Wis. His good wife is a sister to Mrs M M 
Oppedahl of this township. ---—L-U 


CRAMER. 

There is just one more name before we close, and that is the 
name of Cramer. About the closing days of the forties, two brothers 
named Cramer, Willia m and Isaac , settled in the township The 
former made a home where Mr. Burke now lives, and the latter where 
“ e .McCollum home stands. Both w.ere faithful members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and at one time filled the office of both 
steward and leader. Isaac, still lives in Sharon, Wis., widely known 
by a large circle of friends. Mrs. Alex. Klumph, spoken of already is 
sister to the Cramer brothersT--—--’ 
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THE SHARON HOME 0F MR, A NDMRS. JQS’EPH R. LILLEY 

former rlaTniTresidents- 

i“ 0 H Ut o °! the brush and roughly dressed with the hatchet, pigeon- 
Throurt d P , Ut t ° sether ’ and then t0 keep the light from entering 
a wTndow^h P a ° e bUt , he 7 indow or what th ey -ere pleased to caU 
there Xs JarwT 7 P lastered between the logs. In those days 
ere was rather an ingenious device for locking and unlocking the 


And now we come to the end of our tether as far as Blaine is 
concerned. If we had time we would like to ao on J 

fifties and sixties. In doing so we would melt with L 

SHrts!-. S r ftd S S 

s? s: is 

sxsss s; “ ,ls '' 1 “•» ^ 

buildings. 

!i rea ^ b ! en Said ’ the first house built around Blaine was 




RESIDENCE OF A. W, GOODALL 


doors. A piece of string was tied to the wooden latch inside, then 
passed through a hole in thw door to the outside. This served two 
purposes; it gave admittance from the outside, and then at night 
when the string was drawn in the latch served as a bolt. That is 
when a bolt was necessary, which was seldom, for in those days it 
would not encumber a robber very much to carry off all the furniture 
money or personal property that was to be found on Round Prairie’ 
A glance at the home of Mr, and .Mrs. William Good ali will show 
how we have prospered in the way of ISiHHg" homes. This beautiful 
structure stands close to the place once called ^PaHjglCorners," a 
little more than a mile east of the church. ItirT^ToTmany 
houses in the locality and has been fitted up with library, bath-room 
steam heat, acetylene gas plant, telephone, as soon as possible, and 
every modern convenience. Mr. and Mrs. Goodali have not only 
succeeded in making the inside superb, but aredoinF their utmost to 
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beautify the outside. Over one hundred dollars have been expended 
on shade trees alone. These have been planted around the lawn. 
The barn and office houses are first-class and on the whole it is -ne 
of the neatest and best equipped homes in the county, and one of 
which Mr. and Mrs. Goodall may be justly proud. 


THE CHURCH. 

*he first and only church ever built in the township was erected 
by the Methodist Episcopal Society in the year 1861-62. As far back 
as 1838 a Methodist society was formed in Round Prairie. The place 
of meeting was in an old log school-house a little east of the Beck 
Corners, opposite the jConyes .farm, where Mr. L. Durley now resides."' 



THE BLAINE METHODIST CHCRCH 


At that time Round Prairie was included in the Rockford circuit, 
which took in Beloit, McHenry, Richmond, Crystal Lake and Belvidere. " 
But in the following year, 1839, the circuit was divided and Blaine~ 
found itself joined with Crystal Lake. On November 4, 1839, the first 
quarterly conference of the Crystal Lake charge was held at Round 
Prairie. John Clark was present as presiding elder and R. P. Streeter 
was secretary. .OJS^iajfies, Uriah_ Cottle. Jonathan~Mun^"w5L 
£§3£ s - Wesley Dlggins, J. W al k u p, and R. KrHu?d ~were~p?g?enTat 
the conference. Round Prairie reported - as~"quarterage during the 
year sixty-four dollars. The members at Round Prairie in 1S39 were 
Jv- R. Str eeter, wife and mother, Gibson Wright, J. D. Mason, R. C. 
•S£X£y- £• K.JHurd , and the year afFer, Benjamin and Elijah Bowmam 
In 1842 the appointment was attached to Belvidere""w'ith~SevTX 
Blanc hard as preacher. In 1841 the Hovey school-house was b'umivitij' 
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lumber hauled from Chicago and the preaching place was moved 
there. About ^1845 an appointment was made at Union Corners, now 
Blaine. In 1859 it was made a separate circuit with Rev. TV. R. Irvine 
as preacher. The following year Rev. A. D. Field ~waTam?SntgirTn 
the charge and to this worthy preacher we are indebted for the 
church of today. It seems that five years previous to this an effort 
had been made to build a church, but the difficulty of deciding on 
the location caused it to fall through. At that time P a rks’ Comers 
were struggling against each other for the supremacy. Finally,’Union 
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Corners became the most prominent place, and here in 1S62 the 
present church was erected. It is 30x42 and at that time had a 
small vestry at the north end. The building cost ?1,195 dollars and 
was dedicated by Rev. A. P. Mea d, of Rockford, who preached from 
the text, “Upon this rock," etc. It was opened free from debt and 
the ladies raised the money for furnishing. Since that time many 
changes have taken place, both in the building and in the congre¬ 
gation. It has often been said that the churches of our cities and 
towns are fed by the country, but I think there is not a country charge 





in the state of Illinois, or perhaps in ten states, that has done more 

Sst' Sunday r ta a th° nS ?f t0WM aDd CitieS than Blaine has done. 

nnr re -° pening semce s held at the church, Mr. Lilley 

u u " T3 f ? “ er members said that quite recently he went to the 
church at Belvidere and there he counted thirty-five who were at one 
time scholars in the Blaine Sunday school. For the threl jears the 
writer has been on the charge he has been in quite a ew pipits but 

even as far as Dakota and Michigan. Only last year we were 
reluctantly obliged to say good-bye to five whole families whom we 
n rrt/ m0DgSt the m ° St faithful; families that had been regular 
n attendance, prompt with the pocket-book, to the front with every 
forward movement. But notwithstanding the fact that in the days 

fh 0 a n t e sWl C the g re e ?s a°fi S ^ ° Ut ' lt iS gratIfylQ S t0 know 

® , a first ‘ class congregation left. The ranks are being 
strengthened daily with noble hearts and hands. No sooner do we 

ckies /T 611 ° r W ° rk and Send them t0 the relief of the 

their places , are taken by volunteers and recruits who, if 
they do not surpass, at least equal in valor and generosity. 

; 4 h S a t0 ( u e °^ rCh itS6lf Very litt,e is le£t oE th e original building 
About sevln vesrs ? y „ e inside appearance has been altered 

4 “ S V “ 5ears ag0 ' while^ev.^W. Lauck was pastor, both the 

of Si onn Tt ParSOtl ^ Se Underweat substantiaf improvement at a cost 
niie °°' was then painted and papered, fitted with new furnace 
ing hifL 8 0 °° r and atained glass Endows, and now the same build- 
nAh J L, . m ° V r ently - su bmitted istelf to the renovating hand 
, dec orator. In place of the vestry room that stood at the north 
end tbere has been erected a church parlor and kitchen, both together 
measuring 36x„0. This was a much needed addition. Heretofore It 
was necessary to hold most of the social meetings in the church as 

meet LlZ7Z a tJA r \ S TJ l N ° W the suppers - social aad missionary 
b ! ta ea t0 the new aad la rser apartments. Re-opening 
™ T! h ® W on Sunday - JuI y 19th . a nd is a day long to be 
ot th^TAL/ those P resent - Rey. > s. j E > arngey, D. D„ presiding elder 
of the district, was the special preacher. At lOiSoT.'m. he delivered 
an eloquent sermon from the text, ’'He hath built us a synagogue." 

n S6rm r I aS a masterly one - greatly appreciated and very ap-“ 
elder'in 6 cha° C ° asion ' The afternoon meeting with the presiding 


ha. bnH ,“ harge * Waa ° ae ° £ the best in e ^ry respect that Blaine 
many who h fu' W6re present f rom the surrounding towns, 

SlsLlln^? Aj ed h6re n f0rmer years ' As had been arranged, 
sal mnnl ? a th 3 service was o£ a reminiscent nature. Needless to 
? tender memories of the past were recalled. Leaf after leaf 
the nM ta lo 0te ’ b0 ° kS were turned over ’ endeavoring to recall some of 
the old faces, companionships and blessings of the days gone by 
W?-jCross.° £ PoP^r Grove, who is one of the oldest members 
u Ver conference ' and who spent many early days at Blaine 
wh o l S ° me ° £ the 0ld "worthies and workers,” and of those 

n A Sr | oonnec t e d with the charge in the days of his early ministry 
Por t er o£ Sharon, very touchingly and in a manner that found 
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its way to the hearts of the people, referred to the early days and 
events that shaped and marked out his career in the service of the 
Master. Mr. Joseph Lilley . in a nice talk, told us in a pathetic way, 
about some of the doings, and some of the blessings received while 
connected with the charge of his boyhood. Mr s, C. M. H, Wright. 
Mrs. S. Adams , Mr. Blake Manchester, also spoke of former days. 
The outlay for building of the addition, painting and papering the 
church and parsonage, etc., cost about six hundred dollars. Prior to 
the re-opening services, ?460 was covered by subscription, and before 
the meetings of the Sunday ended, there was more money than was 
required, and everyone felt happy. Speaking of it in the “Republican 
Northwestern,” our local correspondent says: “The presiding elder 
was pronounced the champion money-raiser, doing It with so much 
ease and composure, that no one felt that they had lost anything, but 
rather wondered if they ought not to have given a little more.” The 
church is now in good repair and is dressed in a fine suit. New 
folding doors have been put in between the auditorium and church 
parlor. These have been placed there through the generosity of Mr. 
John Noble, who not only carries the whole expense, but subscribes 
liberally to the other work as well. So that on the whole, the hearts 
of the people have been cheered, because the old church looks now 
so young and fresh and to all appearance will stand the wear and 
tear of another half century at least. The trustees and stewards of 
the church at present are: Mrs. Dr . C. M . H. Wrigh t. Mrs. M^Hazle- 
wood , Mrs. H. Hammon, Mrs! N .JPea rson; Messrs. Lji.rBeckj' 'William’ 
Hunt,"M. M._ Op peda hl, Albert Hood, Wesle y Nob le. "Thomas WeichT 
'Jesse Warren, FTmnk”Dange7ffeTdrT&omas_CocKerin, and JoTTiT Hazie’ 


MANCHESTER 


When Boone county was organized, the above township was 
designated Manchester Precinct. It lies on the northwest corner of 
Boone county, and is one of the most fertile spots in the state of 
Illinois. Farming is the principal industry and this is carried on in 
such a manner that the skill and energy displayed would not suffer 
by comparison with any other state. One thing the farmers are to 
be congratulated on, and that is, they not only own their places, but 
live on them. Perhaps, in a measure, this is due to the love for rural 
and home life that has been imported by many of its residents. -The 
homes are beautiful, the people kind and generous and their hospitality 
unsurpassed. The northern part of the township is peopled by a 
settlement of hard-working, industrious and intelligent Norwegians, 
who have succeeded in building up a little colony, and who support 
one of the finest churches in the state. On the south the town is 
protected by an army of faithful and consistent followers of John 
Knox. Argyle and its people are too well known to require any eulogy 
from this pen, but in honor to these brave sons of Scotland, I must 
say, they are a people of whom any country may be proud, and a 
people who have, during these many years, ably and honorably main¬ 
tained the reputation of their mother land, Argyle Presbyterian 
church has the distinction of uaving the largest country congregation 



in the state of Illinois, The members are faithful, always at church 
on Sunday, rain or sunshine, and are a people loyal to their pastor. 
Their congregation is not only the largest in the state, but the writer 
would venture to say, if he were sure this little piece of information 
would not get into the hands of Dr, Pearson , they have one of the 
biggest pastors in the state. I doht meanTn stature, though in this 
respect he is not by any means a Lilliputian, but for preaching ability, 
brotherly feeling and catholicity of spirit, we have yet to find his 
equal . Dr. Pearso n, possessing as he does a genial and affable nature, 
and embracing"!!! the qualities of a good and beloved pastor, has 
gathered around him an army of workers and church members who 
are able to laugh at impossibilities, and with whom any minister may 
count it an honor to be associated. The first settlements in this town¬ 
ship occured about 1S36, and the first home-seekers, according to our 
information, were three brothers named Hanson. They came about 
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the year 1S36 and settled on the road west of the Livingston school- 
house. One brother, John, made his home where Mr. Alfred Hanson 
now lives. This pioneer”settler was a man of straightforward and 
upright character; strictly honest, a deacon in the church, and one 
looked up to by all in the community. JMr.^AlfredJHanson, his son, 
is a farmer on a large scale, a dealer in real estate, and one active 
in ail the affairs of life. Sylvester Hanson, the second brother, settled 
on the place now owned by Mr. D. Griffis. He was married to Mss 
Whitcom b and as a result oT'th'e Union we have with us today,_Mrs7 
_E^a~*Griffis. And then, we have the third brother, Jtfathaniel, who 
settled down where Mr. Emerson now lives, on the "farm'"owned by 
Mr. Livingsto n. Mrs.J3^W.JLiyingston is a daughter, and Mrs. R. G. 
'Ramsey, granddaugEte/of this Mr. X. Hanson. ■ — 


CADY, 

Dewitt C. C ady was born in Oneida county, Xew York, in 1S2S. In 
XovembiTf ,T3Sl, with his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs._ Alvah 
Cady, he came to Manchester township. Prom Mew York * Key 
traveled by way of the Erie canal and Buffalo. At that time there 
were no wharves or public landing places in Chicago. They paid 
twenty dollars for a team to take their goods to Downer’s Grove. 
Here they left part of the family and Alvah and his brother started 
on foot for Hock River district with only the Indian trails to follow. 









When they got to St. Charles they paid one dollar for one hundred 
friction matches, the first they had ever seen. They stalled in the 
mud on Kite river, near the present site of Rochelle, and had to 
remain in the woods all night, being serenaded during that time by 
prairie wolves. They tried to cross the Kiswaukee river at Belvidere 
on the new bridge not finished, and had a narrow escape from 
drowning in the stream. After much trouble they found their way to 
Manchester and here they made a home. The nearest postoffice at 
that time was Belvidere, twenty-five miles distant. Mr. Cadv, learning 
there was a letter at the office, went nine miles ~To"borrow the 
necessary twenty-five cents, and then walked to Belvidere and secured 
the letter. Opening it, he found it was from a partv in Galena 
requesting his vote. Had Mr. Cady met the writer and'given vent to 
his feelings, there would probably have been one office-seeker less so 
Mr. Cadv says. 

! Sewitt.C. > Cady was married to Miss.Lavina Hill of Boone county 
During the civil war he enlisted in Company H* Twelfth Illinois 
Infantry. His brother William and cousin Horace D. Cadv enlisted 
at the same time. Mrs. ConneU of ManchesierT was 'daughter of Mr 
Alvah Cady and sister to Dewitt. - - - 


Ao name is better known and perhaps few families have taken a 
stronger hold in the townships of Manchester and Caledonia, than that 
ot^Ramsa^ James Ramsay can be counted as one of the very earliest 
settu-rs, He came to Manchester in the year 1S37 and Is of Scotch 
descent. Early m life he enlisted in the ‘British army and took part in 
tne -Aar ot 1S12. For fifteen years he served under the “Union Jack” 
or o.d England, part of the time in Canada. From Canada he came to 



Ohio and from Ohio to Manchester. He first settled down on the 

a "short Hrn m ' Par l° C T hiC V S n0W ° Wned by - MrS ‘ LOiS B,ake - After 
a snort time on this place he took up a claim where hls“nephew Mr 

~R^h-,^ ainSa - y ^° W llVeS ‘ was married to Miss Hannah 

*icbardson, and to them six boys and four girls were boTn“TEfee of* 
th» °°^ s , were volunteers in the late war, two of them serving through 
tne whole campaign. Thomas, the eldest son, lived for many years 
on the home tarm. Some time ago he retired to Belvidere, and here 
company with Mrs. Ramsay, he is spending the evening of life! 
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® 0a 4r%' reSideS on th ® farm and is an Intelligent and upright 
citizen, as well as an up-to-date farmer. Both his wife and he are 
members of the Hunter M. E. church. Another son, Reuben is a!so 
a well known and respected citizen. James, the secoSdTS^wned a 
farm southeast of Hunter and became a man of means Later 
retired to Clinton, Wis., where about two years ago he passed awS 
to the life beyond. Nathaniel lived a little west of the Manchester 
town hall. He was one of the brothers who engaged in the civil war 
He Joined the First Minnesota regiment and wasthrough tie s'egTo" 
Petersburg. WaiUce^ has a record of sacrifice for his country that 
can be equalled by few. He joined the Twelfth Illinois cavalry in 
1861 and served until May, 1866. He was through the sMugge at 
Harper s Ferry and to his credit, it may be said he was not found 
amongst those who surrendered on that occasion, but amongst those 
ttat had cut their way through the rebel lines. He was also at 

?eva y to r fm d 6 Red . River cam P ai ^' and then in 1865, marched to 
Texas to sound a note of warning to the French. Mr. Ramsav is now 
the owner of a beautiful home in Caledonia township andTS^ for his 
wife formerly Miss H.^eters, also a member of one of the earliest 
families to settle in Boone county. William , the third son, who gave 
his best to Uncle Sam, has also a record unique in the soldier world 
He enlisted in the First Minnesota infantry and was in twenty-two 
different engagements. He was at Bull Run, the seven days’ fight- 
Antietam, Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, and last, but not least 
Gettjsburg. John, another member and the fourth eldest son died 
some time ago in Wisconsin. Mr, James Ramsav had also’ four 
daughters, two of whom are living; naSSTM^ToTj. Hinton and Mrs. 

H inton , both, living m Wisconsin. .. . . . - 

LIVINGSTON. 


Pto Je h r e i?fe°o? iS t ° ne is Ver7 early ““dated the 

.Pioneer life of Manchester. Jacob Li vingston was one of its first 
first ®hp P rom . inent dgure in all The* affairs of the town. At 

Kelly Thp t nvi° £ l he ,^.° me n ° W b elonging to llr. Du ncan S. 

The Livingston school-house is known all over, having derived 
Us name from this early tiller of the soil. E. W„ a son of Jacob 
f l0T f n nU “ ber 0i yearS Hved ia the oId surroundIHil 
wen ^ ^ u ? aPr ° n ’ Where> with his ^M., he carries on a 

viell established hardware business. It is not t57"5uch to say they ‘ 
Si ?° nfidence of the entire district and are well known for good 
Chester he t r ® aS ° nable price - Durin S th ® time_E. W. lived in Man- 
schoof h!, a f deep m erest in ohurch - ]ife . especially in the Sunday , 
work w S t0 ',°P g f n!2e and establish this important branch of - 
marHen l , S d t0 Say he has l03t none 01 hia original zeal. He 
“ 2 ? s has alread y be en stated. Miss Hanson, in whom he found 

Tutie in’ 16 -' formerly Miss 

JMttle. She also is a prominent worker in church circles at Ca^.* 

WILCOX. 

thp About the time ^at the two former families came to Manchester 

o e mmu W n Tv S rr a L° tber r £ n ° te Wh ° t00k up ab ° d e lathes"! 

community, but about whom, we are sorry to say, we cannot eaihor 

the y D Sr Ch inf ° rmat ‘ 0n - ° ne Was a -^ r - I§aac. Wilcox, who settfed on 
we place now owned by Mr. Campbell Kelly. ■ ' 
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GRAY. 

Another of these early settlers was a Mr. Gray, who settled a 
little west of the Livingston school-house, on the north side of the 
road. The place belongs attLe present time to Hr. Dwight Griffis. 

FROST. 

Robert Frost made a claim a little west of the Livingston school- 
house, on the north side of the road. 


HARVEY. 

^£feg.rt Harvey settled on the next place, on the same side of the 
road. The place is now worked by Hr. Robert Kelly. 


CROSBY. 

made a claim near to the well known Crosbv Springs. 
We are indebted to Miss Alcy Clay of Caledonia, once oOIanchester 
township, for a beautiful little poem written about these springs. We 
give it on another page. 


WHITC OMB. 

A man named Mr. G. Whitcomb lived where Mr. D. McClean 
resides. '-™ 


SEQUA H. 

Simon Sequah took up the place now belonging to Mr. Diamond, 
and where Mr. Sauchs now lives. 


HOPKINS. 


Hiram Hopkins lived west of Hunter, on the place now owned by 
Mr. George Ray. Mr. Hopkins was a man of influence and for a num¬ 
ber of years was justice of the peace. 


Dennis Smiley , a s 
lived~west of*Hunter, o 


A family named Web ster lived right across the road from the 
church, and another family named Wright lived a little east of the 

Corners. -— 

In those days, although the folk were absorbed in the getting of a 
home, they were not allowed to forget their higher and better irter- 
erts. To this end there were at least two preachers who worked 
earnestly and successfully. One was ^.Russell Brayt0Ilr a minister 
or the Baptist church, who lived where Mr. Charles Biggerstaff now 
‘ Ves ’ ?J_ a _>i2h_ was a talented preacher, gave his timFSHTTife to 
ir e work - a hd was much beloved by the people. The other was a Rev. 
iFl£ a ?’ a minster in the Christian church, who labored faithfullj r anj 
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unselfishly in his wide and thinly populated district. Amongst other 
old settlers, we have come across the name of a Mr. Bullard, who lived 
where Mr. D. Kelly, Jr ., now resides. He was a~man~wlth a wide 
knowledge of things and much quoted by others around the place. A 
Mr. Barnes lived quite close to where the church now stands. Two 
brothers named ^Griffin lived close to Hunter. One brother, known as 
Elder Griffin, lived where Mr, Frank Ball now resides. He was a 
consistent member and earnest worker in the Christian church. ■ 
Abraham Griffin , his brother, was ‘‘closely" connected with the Bap- 
Tist church. 


ELLSWORTH. 

Sherwood A. Ellsworth was born in New York state in 1814, and 
when an infant, was brought by his parents to Bennington, Vermont. 
Here his father died. He remained in the Green mountain state until 
1842 when, accompanied by his wife and family, he came by water to 
Chicago. Prom that city they walked to Manchester, a feat that would 
scarcely be attempted in the present age. He settled down on part of 
the old Ellsworth farm, two miles west of Hunter. Mr. Ellsworth was 
first married to Miss Maria Steel and to them wereTboru TouF'sons, 
Elme r. George , John an d EdwiiTB. The latter is one of the prominent 
farmers in Manchester; takes an active part in all affairs of the town; 
is'a faithful and consistent member of the M. E. church, and at present 
it district steward for the Blaine and Hunter charge. In Mrs. Ells¬ 
worth he has a worthy help-mate, and together they have succeeded'In 
making a beautiful home. Sherwood Ellswort h was married a second 
time to Miss S. J. Sher mon of Bennington, Vt Their son Jerome B. 
lived untiT bis death on the old homestead. He was married to Miss 
Catherine Campbel l, sister o f Mrs. I. A. Wat ts and Mrs. McMillan To? 
Belvidere, also of Mr, Duncan Campbell of Hunter, and Mr. Archie 
Campbell of Beloit . To Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Ell Isworth~were born 
nine children; four sons and three 'daughters are still living. They 
are: C larence, E unice, F lorence, John A., Stanley A., Ev erett and Ada . 

GRIFFIS. 

Few families in the county are more respected, or have a more 
honored record than the one that neads these remarks. The namt> 
was first introduced amongst us by the coming of Owen Grifiis, a 
native of the state of Vermont. In 1S48, Mr. Griffis settied”on'^ - 3aim 
north of the Gray school-house where, t5rough"”earnest endeavor, he 
succeeded in "laying the foundation of the many “Griffis" homes of 
today. He was an unostentatious, upright, pioneer and~a”man of un¬ 
impeachable character. In early life he was married to Miss Mary , 
.Steel, also a native of Vermont. As' descendants of the "family, we 
nave today Messrs. Bert and Dwight Griffis , both well known citizens - ' 
of Manchester. The former owns one of tfre best homesteads in the 
country. A person has only to look around this place to discover that 
neatness and order prevail in every department. Mr. Griffis was first 
married to Miss Ralston , sister of our worthy an3~esteemed fellow 
citizen, Mr. Thos. Ralston . To them were born six children; Mary, 
now Mrs. Osgood, Bertie, Willie, E va, Olive and Owen, twins. Mr. 
.Griffis was obliged to part with his beloved partner in life. Her 
death was greatly mourned by a host of friends. In later years_Mr. 
_£riffls married Miss M. Ralston, a member of a noted and mucE 






respected .Scotch family. Mr. and Mrs, Griffis are both most con¬ 
sistent members of the church, and steady supporters of all the inter- 
ests of their Master's kingdom. Dwig ht, the second son of Owen Griffis 
has also made his mark, not oSIFm~earthly pursuits, biT"ali51S~th? 
business and church matters of the community. He married Miss 
EivaHanson, daughter of Mr, Sylvester Hanson, already mendo5S3. 
Mrs. Griffis is an untiring worker in connection with the M. E. 
church at Hunter. For a number of years she has been president of 
the L. A. society. She has filled the office of Sunday school superin¬ 
tendent and other places of importance, and in all these she has been 
indefatigable in her efforts, and is as energetic today as she has ever 
been, if not more so. Mr. and Mrs. Griffis^ have been blessed with an 
ideal family of two girls and four boys. Rena and Lena , twins, Earl 
Ra2ph , _Harvey and Leonard , all becoming members ‘arid earnest 
workers in the church as they grow up and closely follow in the foot¬ 
steps of their father and mother. Miss Fidelia Griffis is sister to Bert 
and Dwight , just mentioned. She‘^iifdiTri5"1ESi~ffid homestead'll 
fully lives up to the reputation that surrounds the family name. After 
the deatty of his wife, Mr. Owen Griffis married, in later years, Miss 
Harriet Fi ljf ngham, who during the past year was called to rejoin her 
husband in the home above. 


We are next privileged to write a little about another family of 
long and noted standing in our township and surrounding district. 
The name_Adams is familiar and well known to all. David Adams 
came from New fork state and settled in Manchester inlhTyeaTlsiT 
Up until late years he labored faithfully for a home, and in this he 
succeeded. Having obtained a competency he retired some twenty- 
three years ago to Clinton, Wis., where he still resides at the ripe old 
age of eighty-nine. .Mr._AdanYs family consisted of eight children. 
Willis, our well known townsman, is now an independent farmer, liv- 
ing a short distance north of the Center schoolhouse. Mrs Adams his 
esteemed wife, has filled many offices of trust. ATpresirirshe is 
treasurer for the township of Manchester, and is also superintendent 
of Hunter Sunday school. These and other offices she has filled with 
marked ability. .Grace, their daughter, graduated last year from 
Beloit high school. Mr. „and Mrs. Adams and Grace are all devoted 
members of the M. E. church. George R.. the fourth'son of David, is 
also a resident of Manchester. He is a well to do farmer living in the 
north of the town, near the Free church. With his family, he takes an 
interest in the services and work of the church, especially in the 
orchestra of which he is a gifted member. The other members of the" 
family are Marriett, Ira C„ Elmer, Clarence, Mrs. J. F. Lindermaan 
and Mrs. Youngs, of ‘HoscoeT 


The above name is one that is well known and much respected, 
not only in Manchester, but for many miles around The geneology 
of the maternal ancestors of the present . Mr. Leb ring, shows that 
their first representative in America was Mr. Wm. Hartwell, who came 
oyer in the “Mayflower.'' There are norTlBouT'Mi~Ehousand of 
the name who for the past years have held re-unions at Concord N H 








Their patriotism has been shown in the dark davs of warfare Grand 
father Hartwell served as a soldier from Vermont, in The wa^ of 
and his father .William faithfully defended the colonies during the 
war or the revolution. The paternal ancestors or our subject origi 
nated in Holland where Grandfather Lebring followed farming pur¬ 
suits until he emigrated to America.- y 

In the spring of 1845, Mr, Isaac B„ father of I. V. Lebring moved 
west, and settled on one hundred and twenty acreWoFgoveSStnt land 
in section 2d, Manchester township. He was an upright man firm in 
his convictions, and a staunch adherent of the principles of truth and 
justice. During the civil war, he enlisted as a member of Company C 
Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry. He served with valor for months but 

while marching to Kansas with his regiment, was taken ill and died a 
a farm house in April, 1862. 

There was a number of children in this family. Harriet was 
married to_A ; _Cushmam of Shirland; Jane became the wife of Mr J H 
Livingston; Sarah married Wil lis_Hollist er of Belvidere.lSriiSri'i 
Wl£e o£ Isaac now lives in the town STlIan- 

chester. The latter has resided all his life in Boone county He is a 
man of public spirit; has served his fell ow citizens as highwav com¬ 
missioner and school director, and exerts his influence in behalf of 
those measures that are conducive to the good of the community 
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Clav N Mr ^n=i^ M n? Che ®- r 13 m0re fondly remembered than that of 
-^ m _I;j£se2hJHa£ came to this township at an early date and for 
lived or f arS eXerted E h6althy lnflUence wherever he went He 
^ farm n ° W ° Wned ^ Mr. Fred Harriett and at one time 
made his home near Blaine. .Mr. Clay has all hTTiifo taken a deep 
interest in church matters and^i5~Eoday he is as anxious as eve? 
travel? ! S 7 - He bES been placed ia m£my Portions of trust. He 

wl ! a „ a busmess firm for twenty years, covering many states- 

Clly Ts nowTet^d r 6 - S: "° r ? , al1 the powers he squired. Mr’. 
d ' aimh ters retlred > living m Caledonia in company with his two 


.. ;rs rsr 

tow? t r and w ettled 0U the b ° rder between Caledonia and Manchester 
DuTlam 15 ' T? e thTs aS , married t0 -^Grace, daughter of Mr.JVilliam 
Duilam. To this union were bom three daughters- aTd~SSTTo^r 

EUm now— e B£i§Lta, wife of Mr . W. Wilso n 
EUM now Wife of our much respected and talented newspaper editor, 
Sharon, and Stephen M. The latter, who owned 
one of the nicest farms in Le Roy and now lives in Sharon, was one 
of those with whom m late years we were obliged to part. He 
always took an active part in the working of the town, and for that 
which was good and in .MmJVarren he had an excellent help-mate 
WaS daushter Mr,, John Prindie. spent her verv 
. thS ‘ aterests of the church, and when she left, Blaine was 
poorer, but Sharon richer. On the farm, at present, Mr. Jesse War- 
^ren lives an industrious and thriving farmer who, witiThTi^feTfoi: 
“ ei . J J®l2IL,ASSeS. daughter of the much loved Mr. and Mrs. 
Ji!XlS52n, make an ideal couple. We have also Mr.^Will Waxcsn~ 
another son who, with his worthy wife, formerly Miss GrW^aaStt 
are both examples of all that is good, and s1£55S“5^S^ 
church and state. _Mrs^J£esleyNoble, already referred to, is another 
excellent member of the sameHEmTyT 


UNDERMAN. 

u J^SSis^JUnderaan came to Illinois in the year 1S43 In 1<i* 7 
he took up a claim in Rock county, Wis., but after six years there he 

father f p n es f ter ’7 h r ere h ® made biS bome ' Mr - Underman was 
father of Bennett and James F. Lind erman. both" nmv~n7ISg-Tn the 
town of Manchester. WfoFmer has a'^mfortable home seated 
a little south ot the Free church, and the latter also owns a fine 
homestead about the same distance east of the church Rnrh 
faithful and consistent members of the church and take a^eep 
interest m all affairs of the town. For some years James F. was dis- 
£ist superintendent in connection with the state SuTdaT school work 
came t0 iIanohester in the year 1S43. He owned 
Pharies a Emplre atate ’ but sold out and moved to Illinois. 
-£ ^ arles A -... Ll P. de . r m a a who married Miss Marv Grant, was son of this 
pioneer and Fred S* who married_Mjss.e.,BurliniRme, is a grandson. 
He is a hard working, industrious farmer and has “one of the most 





history. 


^ aIS ° 3 

1J ^rrmiEeForX5wi S D. Linderman in iIaac hester. 


H. H. Smith., 


SMITH. 


oldest living pioneer^of 1 theTounty^in eL^We^^ 11 ' iS ° ne ° f the 
land to Canada and from thence in mft' U he came from Eng- 
years we call Beloit, “oon afterward h; 1 ‘° What in Iater 

mines of Galena, Ill., and in 1847 he rll 1T P 1 3 Vlsit to the Iead 
married Miss_JIarriet Steele sister “ ad ® Maachester his home. He 
Sherwporai^rth^ l^," 8 ? 3 r = ° a f lf ^^Sn_Gngs and Mr* 
and respected citizen iSdlTtoday with Mrs Smith^f 77 f tGllisent 
energy. There are two sons in business ful1 ° f life and 

old home occasionally. for fclieni selves, who visit the 


» Canada 1. 

■ ^ ssssl; 


jrrr fr ,n v° j ™ “■ 

York state, afterwards going ^Canada a hlle settled in 
west and settled in Manchester wh el h' , year 1S5 ° he came 

Ward was an inoLnst" up i^t citLep 6 and in m"'' * *° me ' Mr ‘ 
won for himself a large circle of fr Ini 1 in his own quiet wa >' 

on the old homestead east of Hunter “s a mfnnfZ~~ 7*° UveS 

Is an extensive farmer and looks after h h ° f - the Same type ' He 
ability. To Mr. and .Mrs wl° !.• buamess with ta ^ and 

sons and threeTdaugEEerS: —■’ S i bl dren have been born, five 

any S ZTV°,?L‘“ ■> 

buildings. 









_HISTORY. 


do 


THE CHURCH, 

Jewett instituted a class * wTSiam and Nathan 

Maafl( -ere the acti; e : S?i^S; s |^ I ^ r ^r a ” S3 
in private houses and schoolrooms until 7 ho Services were held 

was built. This was accSS?rted ta i? 92 Tml Church 

was appointed by conference *,’ nL *„ ■£_*£• 

church. This wide-awake pastor soon saw thJt vr ^ °* B aine E. 

quarters of an acre of land and th^^e^tlSS 1 ?^'; 



subscribedT bes'ides^ft^o^stone^a^K^T'ii 3 ' 1 ' 5, ° f ^ fl0Ck ' * 2 ' 035 -ere 
tional. The church was organized*th' or f rt a “ ountl »e to ?200 addl- 
dedlcated on December 23, ig 93 l y ™ rty w and was 

elder of the district. The total cost of v : H ' , Ha jS h t. Presiding 
was about ?3,200 There Is now in ° f e ,^ ectmg church, sheds, etc., 

*»»<■» itV.™" " 0 ° !ZZ , :\TI he ' 1 nrc1 ' * 

Aid and Epworth League all in a fl n „!L- ' a Sunda T school, Ladies’ 
Hunter coSBESJ mzSl ^£S?'£!! r Z°? m °°- B '*'“ *“» 

=„* sssss e fir? zrxrzxi 

Walter Church. —--- ?•- —ftftjyeKers, John Ramsay, and 












